
 

Metal and Soul competes at                                                   

MI State Championship 

On April 13th the Capac High School Robotics team headed out to Grand 

Rapids to Compete in the MI State Championship held at the DeltaPlex Are-

na. The team had earned a spot at the MI State Championship after receiv-

ing the Chairman’s Award at their first district competition at Kettering Uni-

versity in March.  

The MI State Championship brings together the best of the best in the 

state to compete for a limited number of slots for the Championship held 

in St. Louis MO April 27-30.  Sliding up and down the ranking during the 

event, they tackled a few easily fixable issues ending up ranked                   

73 out of 102 in attendance. The team worked hard and played hard  being 

one of the fastest to tackle the defenses on the field and they were a shin-

ing example of teamwork all weekend.  When asked what was one of the 

best things about the competition, Jaclyn Radford, a senior at Capac, re-

plied "We all came together and acted like a team, like everyone wanted to 

be there. And even though we didn't "win" anything everyone still held 

their head high, because we won the best thing possible; we won valuable 

life lessons, such as teamwork, leadership, and the ability to find a family in 

friends." Sophomore Shelby Newman had the opportunity to meet FIRST 

President Don Bossi .  “I told him how much FIRST Robotics has changed 

my life and helped me improve my grades and GPA” 

Metal and Soul arrived in Grand Rapids ranked 128th out of 411 teams in 

the state and finished ranked 99 out of 411. Being in the top 24%  of teams 

in the state is quite an accomplishment.  

  While not advancing to St. Louis, Metal and Soul is now looking towards 

their off season and all of the activities that go along with it. We will once 

again be participating in Maker Faire Detroit, Lapeer & Capac Relays for 

Life, Road Cleanup and many more outreach activities 
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Clockwise from top left:                                                

1. The drive team during a match;                               

2. 2604 and their alliance partners cap-

ture the tower in a match;                            

3. Drive team stops for a quick pic ;                                       

4. Jaclyn and Kaitlyn scouting other 

teams in the pits;                                                             

5. Programming team checking and de-

ploying new code before the match 
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Top Left : Shelby poses with 

FIRST President Don Bossi 

 

Bottom Left: Governor Snyder 

stops by to say HI! And Auto-

graphs our robot. 

 

Bottom Right: Team members 

discuss the upcoming matches 
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Student Blog: By: Jaclyn Radford 
Jaclyn is a Senior  and 2nd year member of Metal and Soul 

“Blood of the covenant is thicker than water of the womb.” ~ Allan Ramsay, A Collection of Scots Prov-

erbs. Most people have heard this quote in the form of “Blood is thicker than water,” however I disa-

gree with the connotation produced by that statement.  

 Although I have a large family, I don’t know most of them and some others would rather forget 

I exist. Based on the theory that an individual can’t miss what they don’t know, I never knew what I 

was missing not having an extended family until I joined robotics. Some would say that they found 

friends after joining a team, but I found a family. A family who always had each other's backs, a family 

who helped each other unlock their full potential, a family who was always there for each other no mat-

ter what. The mentors devote their time to helping the students achieve their goals. The other students 

are always there to help each other, regardless of what it entails. Everyone works together to create a 

welcoming environment, to change the educational climate in the community and the world.  

 When I first joined Metal and Soul, I was what you might call an outcast, I didn’t fit into “social 

standards”, and I didn’t have many friends. The first robotics event I went to was the Capac Relay for 

Life. Although I had already met a few of the team members, I expected them to greet me with hostility. 

Instead I was warmly greeted, recruited to play games, and above all I was accepted. Over the course of 

the next two years, the team went through trials and tribulations, “winning” and “losing”, although I 

personally don’t believe that there are winners and losers in FIRST, we all win something, knowledge.  

 I didn’t just find teammates, I found a family. Everyone on Metal and Soul has helped me 

through tough times, whether they know that or not is a different story. I know that when I go to a 

meeting or a competition I can feel confident, comfortable, and safe, without the worry of being ridi-

culed. Had I not joined robotics I would have never taken challenging courses, went to Middle College, 

or been confident enough to pursue my dreams, I would have been completely content taking the mini-

mum requirements. Now I am graduating this May, I am in college, and I set my sights high. Next year 

I plan on giving back to the community who helped me get to where I am today. So many people believe 

that FIRST is just building robots, but it is so much more, if allowed, it can teach individuals the value 

of teamwork, gracious professionalism, one’s self value, and above all else family doesn’t end in blood.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 28th– Take Your Kid to Work Day at WITCO Inc. 

May 20th– End of Year Banquet 

June 11th– Lapeer Relay for Life DEMO 

June 18th– Capac Relay for Life  

June 25th– ROBO Con at Lapeer Center for Innovation                                        

(Formerly Lapeer West HS) 

If you would like to help Mentor                                                                                      

the team or come visit us  

please contact John Antilla (586) 246-6972 

Coming Events 
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In this Issue I Interviewed Mentor  Mr. Chris Campbell. 

What do you see as the biggest improvement on the team? 

This year the biggest improvement was the ability to take apart and rebuild our drivetrain                                                                    

What is something you have seen change this season?                                                                                                                               

I have seen a change in the team’s morale  this year. At the first competition the team was hopefully optimistic and during the                 

second competition the team was more engaged and outwardly enthusiastic 

What is something you think the team needs  to improve for future seasons? 

In the pit area the presenters need to be more engaging of the judges and spectators 

What have you seen improve this season from our past seasons? 

I have seen the most improvement this years is our robot and its ability to interact with the game field elements successfully 

 

Ask A MENTOR                                           
By: Rose Antilla 



    

                                                                                               The Mentors and students of Metal and soul are seeking                                  

       summer Internships and shadowing opportunities for                         

      their Juniors and Seniors. 

        FIRST’s mission is to inspire young people to be science  

      and technology leaders, by engaging them in exciting  

      mentor-based programs that build science, engineering  

      and technology skills, that inspire innovation, and that                        

      foster well-rounded life capabilities including self-  

      confidence, communication, and leadership. 

   We feel our students are ready to take that next step towards exploring a STEM career through internships. 

Gaining insight into their career choice through work experience is that logical next step. 

   If you are interested in offering an Internship to one of our students, please contact our Business Mentor 

Janet Antilla at:586-246-6932 or janet.antilla@gmail.com. 

Eye on Internships 

 Contact Mentors: 

 John Antilla 

(586) 246-6972 

john.antilla@gmail.com 

 

Janet Antilla 

(586)246-6932 

janet.antilla@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The FIRST Robotics Program at Capac Community  

Schools relies solely on Individual and Corporate                

sponsors and team sponsored fundraisers for their  

funding.  Donations at any level  can be directed to: 

Capac Community Schools 

Robotics Team #2604 “Metal & Soul” 

  403 N. Glassford 

Capac, MI 48014 

Inquiries can be made to the  

mentors listed to the left. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!! 

 

7 

North Star Enterprises 


